English Script of the Oral Presentation by Ir. Alan Man, Chairman of
the Association of Consulting Engineers of Hong Kong (ACEHK), at the Legislative

Council Sub-Committee on the Long Term Housing Strategy on 11 November 2013

Chairman and Committee members: ACEHK supports the proposal for utilizing
reclamation as one of the means to provide land for housing development presented
in the Long Term Housing Strategy Consultation Document. ACEHK would like to
point out that reclamation does not only supply land for housing development, it can
also allow some solid waste to be recycled and reused. This is like killing two birds
with one stone. In fact, if appropriate sites are selected, advanced technologies
available nowadays are able to significantly reduce the adverse impact of reclamation

on the environment.

| just mentioned that reclamation can allow some solid waste to be recycled and
reused. Here | am referring to the soil, rock and debris found in construction waste.
These materials originate from the land and are able to become new land through

reclamation.

In fact, construction wastes such as soil, rock and debris have long been used as
filling materials in reclamation. Currently Tseung Kwan O Area 137 and Tuen Mun
Area 38 are the only sites available for temporary stockpile of filling materials.
However, as the two sites have been formed, they can be used for temporary
stockpile only. As a result, large quantities of filling materials are taken out of Hong

Kong for dumping at Taishan, a place known to many Hong Kong people.

According to information released by the Government, the filling materials taken



from Hong Kong to Taishan between 2007 and 2013 filled more than 400 hectares of
land in Taishan. In other words, we spent a huge amount of money, released large
guantity of carbon emissions in the process, and filled land area equivalent to twenty
(20) Victoria Parks in Taishan. Back in Hong Kong, there is panic every day because of

no land for housing development. Isn’t this an ironic situation?

In view of this, ACEHK urges the Legislative Council and the Government to promptly
commit to reclamation outside Victoria Harbor as a sustainable measure to create
new land and manage solid waste at the same time. As for the selection of suitable
reclamation sites and methods of reclamation, | am confident that local engineers

are capable of handling these technical tasks to the satisfaction of Hong Kong people.

Thank you.

Contact: chairman@acehk.org.hk
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